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OricinaL DeparTMENT. 


Communications. 
HOOPING COUGH AND ASTHMA CURED 
AT THE GAS WORKS. 


By W. S. Kins, Surceon, U, S. A. 
Of Detroit, Michigan. 


me facts having fallen under the observation 

he writer, showing that decided benefit has 

derived from a system of direct medication 

hose claims to unlimited confidence are still 

sub judice he is induced to lay them before the 

profession, that attention may be drawn to the 

subject and information elicited from those of ex- 
tended experience in its use. 

It is well known that the gas manufactured 
from coal for the purpose of lighting our cities, 
is purified by causing it to pass through a covered 
chamber containing shelves, on each of which is 
placed a layer of hydrate of lime. The cover of 
this chamber is daily taken off, and fresh lime 
substituted for that which is saturated with sul- 
phurand other impurities. At the time this cover 
is removed, it has been the practice for the past 
two years for parents to bring children troubled 
with hooping-cough, affections of the lungs, id 
omne genus, to the gas works at Detroit, in order 
that they may inhale the vapor from this lime. 
The relief afforded is said to he immediate, and 
the little sufferers are either cured at once or 
greatly relieved by the first inhalation, a few 
more visits sufficing to complete the cure. I have 
only visited this lime room three times, my infor- 


‘mation being almost entirely obtained from the 


Superintendent of the Gas works. During my 
first visit, a case of asthma was relieved at once 
by remaining in the room for a few minutes; and 
at my second visit, a poor woman brought three 
children with hooping cough, who kept up an in- 
cessant cough among them at the time of their 
entrance. As soon as they entered the room con- 
taining the lime mentioned, they ceased coughing, 
and did not cough again during my stay of nearly 
thirty minutes. 
Old cases of asthma, and even phthisis pulmo- 





nalis, are said to be greatly benefitted, and even 
cured entirely, by remaining daily a short time 
exposed to the gases given off by this lime pur'- 
fied, which, without aiming to be chemically ac- 
curate, may be inferred to contain: 

Carbonic acid gas, 

Sulphide hydrogen, 

Free coal gas, 

Free sulphur, 
and from the odor, I should judge also sulphuret- 
ted hydrogen. 

The inhalation of atomized liquids and vapors, 
as a curative process in diseases of the air pass- 
ages is not new. The inhabitants of Solfaterra, 
in Italy, have long been in the habit of exposing 
themselves to the vapors of gases which there 
issue from the earth in the cure of prevalent dis- 
eases, and as these inhalations are strongly im- 
pregnated with sulphur, the use of sulphurous 
vapors, which have been long employed and 
highly recommended by various writers, may 
have been thus suggested. The writer can recol- 
lect more than twenty years ago, of witnessing 
the good effects arising from the accidental inha- 
lation of sulphuretted hydrogen, and recommend- 
ing the use of the same to a former Professor in 
the University of Philadelphia during the parox- 
ysm of asthma. As the sulphites, particularly 
of lime and soda, have justly acquired much repu+ 
tation as remedial agents in zymotic diseases, the 
good effect of the lime inhalation in hooping 
cough might be due, in part at least, to the ac- 
tion of the sulphite of lime, as that disease has 
been held by Rostn to be caused by the irritation 
of an insect or morbid poison, partly inhaled into 
the lungs and partly swallowed with the saliva. 
Although our list of remedies, if we include the 
medicines of those systems which possunt quia 
posse videntur, may bear some proportion to the 
number of diseases and their causes, yet our waye 
of applying them to and introducing them into 
the human body, are very limited, and not to be 
compared to the countless avenues by which dis- 
ease gains an entrance when it lays siege to the 
citadel of life. From the days of Hrrrocrates to 
the present, medicine, to be given per vias natur 
rales, must be administered either by the stomach 
or bowels. One need only to glance over the 
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various medical journals, to see how eagerly the 
profession is searching for some new method for 
administration, And now, while so much is 
being written on the subject of inhalation, a few 
facts, showing that the people had decided in fa- 
vor of the process by the experimentum crucis, 
the author thought would not be out of place. 

Should the writer find upon further investiga- 
tion and observation any results worthy of inter- 
est, they will be communicated. 
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Hospital Reports. 








JerFerson Mepicat Co.zce, 
May 1st, 1867. 


Surcicat Cuiinic oF Pror. Gross. 
Reported by Dr. Napheys. 


Amputation at the Shoulder.—(Performed April 17.) 


Mrs. F. set. 43. A fortnight ago this patient 
was presented at the clinic, on account of an 
affection of the elbow-joint, (vide p. 358.) The 
disease was of such a nature that nothing could 
be done in the way of conservative surgery. 
Amputation was therefore performed at the mid- 
dle of the arm, when it was found that the bone 
was diseased in consequence of a previous attack 
of osteo-myelitis.. Two more flaps were then 
made at the distance of about two and a half 
inches higher up; when, finding the bone in no 
better condition, amputation was performed at 
the shoulder-joint,—one flap being made on the 
outside, at the expense of the deltoid muscle, 
which was much wasted, and the other at the 
expense of the great pectoral and broad dorsal, 
the edges of the wound being brought together 
by a number of interrupted sutures and adhe- 

ve strips. 

* The woman has got along admirably well, 
without an untoward symptom, notwithstanding 
her unfavorable appearance at the time of the 
operation. The ligatures have all come away, 
and the edges of the wound have united. She is 
on the use of the tincture of the chloride of iron, 
with a little quinine,—twenty grains to the ounce. 
She has also milk punch and a nutritious diet. 

Amputation at the shoulder is a much less 
serious operation than amputation at the hip. It 
may be performed with impunity, if the patient 
is in good condition; whereas, in amputation at 
the hip-joint there is always great doubt as to 
the result, no matter what may be the condition 
of the patient. 

Remarkable Morbid Growth. 


Mrs. Mary F., wt. 37. This patient was first 
at the clinic two weeks ago, (vide p. 357,) and 
again last week. On the last occasion, one of 
the largest of the numerous excrescences, epi- 
thelial in character, affecting the skin of the right 
breast, was ligated. Its narrow pedicle was con- 
stricted, so as to induce sloughing in the main 
mass, which came off Sunday night last, four days 
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The parts present now a much more seemly con- 
dition. Another tumor, which was constricted a 
week ago, was clipped off. A dressing of a weak 
ointment of nitrate of mercury was ordered. The 
fetor after the ligation was allayed by perman- 
genet of potassa,—the most powerful of all the 
eodorizers, and perfectly unirritating, in the 
proportion of half a grain or a grain to the ounce 
of water. 
Specimen of Stump after Pirogoff’s Operation. 


Prof. Gross stated in his didactic lectures at 
the close of the winter session, that he had 
recently performed Pyrecorr’s operation on a 
young woman, on account of caries and necrosis 
of the tarsal and metatarsal bones. This was 
done, as he informed the patient, her husband 
and friends, against his judgment, as he is o 

ed to any amputation at the ankle-joint, if it 

e possible to avoid it. In the higher classes of 
society such an operation may be proper; but 
among the middle and lower classes, those obliged 
to earn their subsistence by daily labor, the am- 

utation at the ankle-joint, as performed by Mr. 

yg, and known as his operation, and the modi- 
fication of that operation by Pirocorr, are both 
bad, and ought, as a general rule, to be discarded, 
It is much better to amputate higher up, on the 
middle of the leg, or a little above the inferior 
third, at either of which points a long stump is 
eae, sufficient for the ordinary purposes of 
ife. 

In the case alluded to, Prof. Gross performed a 
modification of Prrogorr’s operation, which oc- 
curred to him some years ago in reflecting in the 
subject, which consisted in leaving the external 
and internal malleoli, and bringing up the wedge- 
shaped portion of the heel-bone between them, 
their cartilagineous surfaces having been first 
well duailek The parts were brought into ad- 
mirable apposition, and the case went on doing 
well for a number of weeks. Abscesses, how- 
ever, formed, first on the inner and then on the 
outer side of the tendo-Achillis, requiring the 
use of the knife to let out the matter, which had 
a disposition to burrow. Notwithstanding this, 
the case progressed tolerably well until four or 
five weeks ago, when it became evident that there 
was some mischief going on within, which, by 
means of the probe, was ascertained to consist in 
ulceration of the extremities of the tibia and 
fibula, The attempt was made last Friday to 
scrape away, by means of the gouge and chisel, 
all the diseased structure, but thers was so much 
vascularity in the parts, in consequence of long- 
continued irritation, that it had to be aban- 
doned. The only thing proper remaining to be 
done was to amputate the limb, which operation 
was 2 nrinay at the distance of five, or five and 
a half inches, above the ankle-joint, by two flaps; 
the anterior at the expense of the common in- 
tegument, the posterior at the expense of the 
muscles of the calf. The woman is doing well. 

The stump was exhibited, to adduce another 
example of the bad effects of a bad operation. 


Scrofulous Abscess of the Neck. 
Joseph McC., eet. 13. This patient has had 


swelling for a year, situated over a portion of the 
sterno cleido-mastoid muscle of the right side. 








after the operation, without any hemorrhage. 
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No pain in the part. The swelling is quite tense, 
but it fluctuates. The finger when pressed on it 
sank in, and the fingers applied so as to make 
alternate pressure developed fluctuation, and de- 
termined the presence of matter. 

The abscess was opened, and a quantity of 
imperfectly formed, greenish-yellow pus, inter- 
mixed with a | arg deal of fatty matter and 
sero-oleaginous fluid, was evacuat This is not 
the kind of pus found in an acute, phlegmonous 
abscess, which is yellow and consisient, contain- 
ing an immense number of pus globules. There 
is nothing here like a distinct pyogenic mem- 
brane, se | yet there is a sort of wall, which forms 
the boundaries of the abscess. 


This chronic or strumous abscess is connectéd 
generally, if not invariably, with a peculiar con- 
dition of the system; a taint which is frequentl 
hereditary, sometimes syphilitic in its origin. It 
is met with frequently in persons suffering from 
tubercular consumption, and in those liable to 
coxalgia, Port’s disease of the spine, ete. It 
being then merely a local manifestation of a con- 
stitutional taint or impress, it is necessary to 
address remedies to the system as well as to the 

art. 

r He was ordered to paint the part once in 
twenty-four hours, with tincture of iodine, which 
is sorbefacient, keeps down inflammatory action, 
and changes the condition of the tissue, and to 
wash out the cavity several times in a day, with 
a solution of permanganate of potassa. He was 
directed internally, two grains of the iodide of 
potassium, one-twentieth of a grain of the bi- 
chloride of mercury, and fifteen drops of the 
syrup of the iodide of iron, as an alterent and 
tonic. He was told to take exercise in the open 
air, light nutritious diet, and, occasionally, five 
grains of blue mass. 


Encephaliod of the Antrum of Highmore. 


William E., wt. 38. This patient, a hard- 
working man, has a tumor on the right cheek, of 
about three months’ duration. It pains him 
mostly at night. He has lost flesh and strength. 
He had the molar teeth of the upper jaw on that 
side extracted, on account of their looseness and 
soreness. He noticed the swelling about two 
weeks after the teeth were removed. 

‘There is now quite a large tumor connected 
with the upper jaw, in all probability growing 
from the antrum, for the portion of the cheek 
corresponding with the antrum is enlarged. The 
soreness and looseness of his teeth were caused 
by the encroachment of this tumor, formed ori- 
ginally in the antrum, upon, and thus gradually 
displacing them. Sometimes there is reason to 
believe that this disease begins in the socket of a 
tooth, the lining membrane of the root suffering, 
pe ga commonly the antrum is primarily in- 
volved. 


May 18, 1867.] 


This disease is not to be regarded, in a true 
sense of the term, as an epulis. It is fungus 
hematodes, soft cancer, medullary sarcoma, cere- 
briform cancer, or encephaloid, the last synonyme, 


devised hy Larnwzc in 1806, being the term by 
which it is usually recognized at the present day. 

is disease is hable to occur in different parts 
of the body, involving a greater number of organs 
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than scirrhus; it also runs a more rapid course 
than hard cancer, and is capable of acquiring 
a geen bulk, in consequence of its greater vas- 
cularity and more rapid cell-formation; the cells 
are much more cordate than they are in scirrhus, 
and are exceedingly numerous. 

There does not seem to be any enlargement of 
the lymphatic ganglions at the angle nor base of 
the jaw, nor in the id region. The disease 
appears to be localized, confined to the upper 
jaw. It does not involve the palate portion of 
the maxillary bone on the other side, not seeming 
disposed to jump over the boundary line or raphé 
formed by the junction of the horizontal plates 
of the superior maxillary bones. It is only on 
rare occasions that the disease extends over this 
line or suture. The only thing to be done is to 
remove the tumor, and with it nearly all of the 
superior maxillary bone. 

e was ordered to take three grains of blue 
mass and two grains of the compound extract of’ 
colocynth, every fourth night, to act upon the 
secretions and gently open the bowels, and also 
iron and quinine, a plain, simple, and nutritious 
diet, and exercise in the open air. His mouth 
will be gargled frequently with permanganate of 
potassa. 

Club-Foot Cases. 

Case 1st. Equino varus. This child, eighteen 
months of age, was operated upon sixteen months 
ago, but the after-treatment was neglected. The 
operation is always successful when the after- 
treatment is properly conducted. The apparatus 
should be constructed previous to the operation, 
and be applied at once or within a few days, and 
the case carefully superintended for months. The 
child was placed under the influence of chloro- 
form and the tendo-Achillis divided subcutane- 
ously, bringing down the heel at once. The 
apparatus was then adjusted. 

Case 2d. This child, five years of age, is also 
affected with varus. A bursa-mucosa has formed 
on the side of the instep, in consequence of the 
child pressing upon the part in walking. She 
has been wearing an apparatus since birth, with- 
out any operation having been performed. The 
leg of the affected foot is much smaller than the 
other, the muscles having become partially atro- 
phied. The tendo-Achillis was divided subcu- 
taneously and Scarpa’s shoe at once adjusted. 

Case 3a. This little girl, four years of age, pre- 
sents a curious conformation of the left foot. 
There is a remarkable cavity in the sole of the 
foot, and a marked prominence of the substance 
of the heel. She walks altogether on her heel, 
elevating the toes, the heel, in consequence, be- 
coming atrophied. This deformity is due to the 
contracted condition of the anterior tibial mus- 
cle and the extensor of the great toe. These 
tendons were divided and the toes brought down. 
The child was ordered to have an apparatus con- 
structed, so arranged as to bring down the ante- 
rior portion of the foot, instead of the heel, as is 
done by the ordinary club-foot apparatus. 

Anchylosis of Knee, 
John A., wt. 3. His left knee has been affect- 


ed for seven months. It is greatly enlarged. 
There is no preternatural heat of the part, show- 
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ing that there is now nothing like active inflam- 
mation going on. The leg is wasted, the muscles 
having me atrophied, as is very commonly 
the case in joint affections, owing, first, to the 
fact that the muscles cannot be exercised to the 
extent natural to them, and secondly, to the 
alteration of their nutrition, in consequence of 
the pain experienced, as is seen in many instances 
of rheumatism, gout, and neuralgia. The thigh 
also is wasted. The swelling of the joint appears 
greater than it really is, in consequence of its 
contrast with the wasted condition of the leg and 
thigh. There is also contraction on the part of 
the ham-string muscles, which it may be neces- 
siry to divide subcutaneously. Such an opera- 
tion should not, of course, be performed if there 
were active or subacute inflammation of the ar- 
articulation. The swelling in this case is the 
result of interstitial deposit, in consequence of 
previous inflammation. 

The child was placed under chloroform and 
forcible extension made. It was not found ne- 
cessary to effect division of the ham-string mus- 
cles. It is doubtful whether the joint can be 
restored to its pristine condition, but its motion 
may be greatly increased. 

he knee was ordered to be well washed once 
in the twenty-four hours, and rubbed with soap 
liniment. Should the parts resent this interfer- 
ence, a sugar of lead lotion will be applied, a 
light aperient given, and light diet and perfect 
rest of the articulation enforced. 


Cleft-Palate Complicating Hare-Lip. 


This boy, four years of age, has cleft-palate 
and hare-lip. For the former deformity nothing 
can be done at present, the child being too young. 
When older, an obturator made of vuleanized 
rubber may be employed, or the operation of 
staphyloraphy performed. 

Chloroform was administered, the lip detached 
from the gums, and a V-shaped portion cut out, 
embracing ‘the fissure. The parts were brought 
accurately in apposition by means of long pins, 
and union by the first intention hoped for. 


><> 
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New Re-agent for Glucose in Urine. 

‘The Gazette Médicale gives the following meth- 
‘thods for testing diabetic urine: 
Precipitate a solution of acid nitrate of bismuth 
by a great excess of caustic potash, and pour a 
solution of oxide of bismuth drop by drop, into 
the moderately heated solution, until the precipi- 
tated hydrate of bismuth is completely redis- 
solved. ; 
To recognize a diabetic urine, heat a portion 
with the above solution. 
After a few minutes’ ebullition, the urine be- 
comes brown and metallic, bismuth is then pre- 
cipitated in the form of a black powder of crys- 
ne appearance, adherent to the glass, if glu- 
cose 18 present, 
Urea and uric acid do not precipitate this re- 
agent. Albumen only causes a brown color and a 
slight turbidity.—Amer. Journal of Pharmacy, 
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Medical Societies. 


18TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMER- 


ICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


First Day—Tuesday, May 7th. 


The Eighteenth annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association commenced its sessions 
at Hopkins’ Music Hall, Cincinnati, on Tuesday, 
May 11th, 1867. 

At eleven o’clock the President of the Associa- 
tion, Dr. Henry F. Askew, of Delaware, called 
the meeting to order. Rev. Dr. Storrs, of Cin- 
cinnati, offered a prayer. 

Dr. Joun A. Murray, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements, then made the following 


ADDRESS OF GREETING. 
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Association: 


It is my pleasant duty to greet you on this 
occasion, A to give you a cordial welcome to 
this city. I welcome you also on behalf of the 
profession, and of the citizens at large. 
Seventeen years ago this Association honored 
us with a meeting. Now, as then, we are happy 
in having the pleasure of greeting representatives 
from all parts of our beloved country. 

It is, then, sir, with feelings of no ordinary 
pleasure, that I welcome this Association—Amer- 
ican by name, national and catholic in spirit— 
once more to the hospitalities of our city. Its 
history is bright with the names and labors of the 
great and good of all parts of our country, 

It has harmonized the profession, elevated its 
tone, stimulated a desire fur a higher standard of 
medical education, and, above all, has drawn a 
line as of fire between the scientific physican 
and the empiric, by adopting the Code of Ethics. 

Its power for’ good is hardly to be estimated. 
Its yearly transactions have received high com- 
mendation. No man in the profession can be 
indifferent to it. Much remains to be done to 
make its labors still more valuable. : 

Without any power from the State or the Na- 
tional Government, to execute its mandates, it 
must, for the future as in the past, rely on the 
union, enthusiasm and scientific labors of its 
members. 

Having the highest confidence in the capacity 
of the Association for usefulness, and trusting 
that its labors may be still more conducive to the 
advancement of the science and’ improvement of 
the art, I bid you God speed in your efforts, and 
again most heartily welcome you to our city and 
our homes, as distinguished and honored guests. 

It was then announced that ladies are invited 
to all the sessions and recreations of the Associa- 
tion, excepting to the banquet at Melodeon Hall, 
and that upon application of their gentlemen 
friends, ladies will be provided with the neces- 
sary accommodations by the Committee of Ar 








rangements. 
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The place of meeting of the several Sections 
was announced, as also the entertainments pro- 
vided for the members by the profession and citi- 
zens of Cincinnati, as follows: 

Receptions. 


On Tuesday evening an entertainment to be 
de by the profession of Cincinnati, at Melodeon 
Hall. 

On Wednesday, May 8th, at 4 o’clock, P.M, 
by Mr. and Mrs. George H. Pendleton, at. their 
residence in Clifton. Carriages will leave Hop- 
kins’ Hall at 23, P.M. 

On Thursday, at 12, M., May 9th, steamboat 
excursion in honor of the American Medical As: 
sociation, by the City Council of Cincinnati, the 
steamer America leaving the landing at Vine 
street, at 12, M., precisely. 

On Thursday evening, May 9th, from 8 to 12, 
P, M., by Mr. and Mrs. Larz Anderson; Hon. C. 
F. Wilstach, Mayor of the city, and Dr. and Mrs. 
George Mendenhall. 

The Chief of the Fire Department, Enoch 
Megrue, Esq., to give an exhibition of the Steam 
Fire Engines, Thursday morning, at 9, A. M. 

Messrs. W. P. & F. P. Anderson, proprietors 
of Longworth’s Wine House, to receive the dele- 
gates at 9, A.M., Friday, May 10th, at No. 113 
_ East Sixth street. 

Excursion to Longview Lunatic Asylum. Re- 
ception by the Super'ntendent, Dr. 0. M. Lang- 


don, Friday, May 10h, at 4, P.M. A special 
train to leave the Cincinnati, Hamilton and Day- 
ton depot at 3}, P. M., for the Asylum. 


The following railroads cheerfully furnished 
commutation tickets: Baltimore and Ohio; Little 
Miami; Cincinnati and Marietta; Kentucky Cen- 
tral; Cleveland and Columbus; Hamilton and 
Dayton; Dayton and Michigan; and Cincinnati 
and Great Eastern. 

After the calling of the Roll, the President, 
Dr. Askew, delivered his inaugural address, an 
hour in length, but pertinent and important as it 
was comprehensive, of which the following is a 
very brief synopsis: 

e first referred to the origin of the Associa- 
tion, and sketched its usefulness in its history for 
the past eighteen years, showing how it had ele- 
vated and rendered more efficient the medical 
profession in the United States. The member- 
ship included about three thousand practitioners, 
scattered in every section of the country, through 
whose influence the power of the Association was 
disseminated and exerted among the profession 
at large. The printing of the reports and papers 
submitted to the Association, in the volume of 
annual published proceedings, was instrumental 
in spreading a knowledge of the facts discovered 
and experimented upon by the more scientific. 

He called attention to the fact that never more 
than 1100 of these volumes had been distributed, 
and of late years only 500 volumes, whereas they 
should be in the hands of every intelligent and 
apse physician, 

e treated briefly of specialties in medicine. 
He admitted that the science of medicine, in con- 
nection with the endlessly varied forms of dis- 
ease, was too vast to be comprehended fully and 
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practically by any one mind, and therefore devo- 
tion to any one or a few branches of the art of 
curing disease was not to be condemned; but he 
suggested that, inasmuch as the special practi- 
tioner was likely to be unfamiliar with and un- 
skilled in regard to the general symptoms or 
general causes of special diseases, consultations 
between the special and general practitioners 
would be conducive of good results. Neither 
should entirely ignore the other. 

In regard to empiricism, the President said the 
profession was in some degree responsible for its 
existence. It had formerly frowned upon all dis- 
semination of medical knowledge among the ~~ 
ple, leaving them the prey to pretenders. The 
teaching of physiology, botany, etc., in our 
schools, was a step in the right direction, which 
he hoped would be continued in other depart- 
ments of medical knowledge. 

The subject of a better grading and more 
thorough instruction in medical colleges was 
urged upon the consideration of the Association. 

The practice of using opium as 4 stimulant, 
by respectable people, who condemn the use of 
intoxicating drinks, was adverted to, and. its 
destructiveness of health and life urged as con- 
siderations why physicians should exert their 
influence to check the evil; that influence might 
be brought to bear upon our Legislatures, to 
secure enactments against the sale of the drug, 
except on prescriptions. 

On motion, a copy of the address was requested 
for publication. 


Reports of Committees 


were next called for as follows: 


1. On Quarantine—Dr,. Wilson Jewell, Penn- 
sylvania, Chairman, No report. Dropped. 

2. On Ligature of Subclavian Artery—Dr. Wil- 
lard Parker, New York, Chairman. Postponed. 

3. On Progress of Medical Science—Dr. Jerome 
C. Smith, New York, Chairman. No report. 
Discharged. 

4, On the Compraative Value of Life in City 
and Country—Dr. Edward Jarvis, Massachusetts, 
Chairman, Postponed, 

5. On Drainage and Sewerage of Cities, etc.— 
Dr. Wilson Jewell, Pennsylvania, Chairman. No 
report. Discharged. 

6. On the Use of Plaster of Paris in Surgery— 
Dr. James L. Little, New York, Chairman. "Re 
eferrd to Section on Surgery. 

7. On Prize Essays—Dr. F. Donaldson, Mary- 
land, Chairman. Postponed. 

8. On Medical Education—Dr. 8. D. Gross, 
Pennsylvania, Chairman. Postponed. 

9. On Medical Literature—Dr. A. C. Post, New 
York, Chairman. Postponed. 

10. On Instruction in Medical Colleges—Dr. 


-|Nathan 8. Davis, Illinois, Chairman. Special 


order for 10, A.M. 

11. On Rank of Medical Men in the Army— 
Dr. D. H. Storer, Massachusetts, Chairman. Wed- 
nesday the 8th. 

12. On Rank of Medical Men in the Navy— 
Dr. W. M. Wood, U. 8. N., Chairman. Reported 
progress. Continued. 

13. On Insanity—Dr. Isaac Ray, R. I., Chair- 
man. Report presented. Postponed. 
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14. On American Medical Necrology—Dr. C. 
C. Cox, Md., Chairman. Referred. 

15. On the Causes of Epidemics—Dr. Thos. 
Antisell, D.C., Chairman. No report. 

16. On Compulsory Vaccination—Dr. A, N. 
Bell, N. Y., Chairman. No report. 

17. On Leakage of Gas-pipes—Dr. J. C. Dra- 
per, N.Y., Chairman. Reported progress. Con- 
tinued. 

18. On Alcohol and its Relations to Man—Dr. 
J. R. W. Dunbar, Md., Chairman. Referred to 
Section on Hygiene. 

19. On the Various Surgical Operations for 
the Relief of Defective Vision—Dr. M. A. Pallen, 
Mo., Chairman. Committee diseharged by re- 
quest. 

20. On Local Anesthesia—Dr. E. Kracko- 
witzer, New York, Chairman. No report. 

21. On the Influence upon Vision of the Ab- 
normal Conditions of the Muscular Apparatus of 
the Eye—Dr. H. D. Nyes, New York, Chairman. 
No report. 

22. On the Comparative Merits of the Different 
Operations for the Extraction of Vesical Calculi— 

B. J. Raphael, New York, Chairman. No 
re 


rt. 

D3. On the Therapeutics of Inhalation—Dr. 
J. Solis Cohen, Pennsylvania, Chairman. Re- 
ferred. 

24, On the Deleterious Articles used in Dentis- 
try—Dr. Augustus Mason, Massachusetts, Chair- 
man. Continued to next year. 

25. On Medical Ethics—Dr. Worthington Hook- 
er, Connecticut, Chairman. Laid on the table. 

26. On the Climatology and Epidemics of 
Maine—Dr. J. C. Weston; of New Hampshire, 
Dr. P. A. Stackpole; Vermont, Dr. Henry Janes; 
Massachusetts, Dr. Alfred C. Garratt; Rhode 
Island, Dr, C. W. Parsons; Connecticut, Dr. B. 
H. Catlin; New York, Dr. E. M. Chapman; 
New Jersey, Dr. Ezra M. Hunt; Pennsylvania, 
Dr. D. F. Condie; Delaware, Dr. ; 
Maryland, Dr. O. 8. Mahon; Georgia, Dr. Juriah 
Harriss ; Missouri, Dr. George Engelman; Ala- 
bama, Dr. R. Miller; Texas, Dr. Greensville 
Dowell; Illinois, Dr. R. C. Hamil; Indiana, Dr. 
J. F. Hibberd: District of Columbia, Dr. T. An- 
tisell; Iowa, Dr. J. W. H. Baker; Michigan, Dr. 
Abraham Sager; Ohio, Dr. J. W. Russell. 

Drs. Atrrep ©. Garratr and R. C. Hamit 
responded, and their reports were referred to the 
Section on Meteorology and Epidemics. 


The Report on Rank of Surgeons in the Navy, 


By Dr. Pinckney, a surgeon in the U.S. Navy, 
with the rank of Commodore, excited a great 
deal of interest and approbation. It was a most 
bitter and dignified protest against the discrimi- 
nation made between officers of the line (military 
men purely) and the surgeons in the naval service 
in regard to title, pay, and official and social privi- 
leges, He eontended that while men of the medi- 
cal profession were everywhere recognized as the 
equals of those in other professions, in the navy 
they were degraded below the military, inferior 
in age, in experience, and rank. He said: 

Our service is overgrown with usages which 
sprung up in the earlier and ruder ages of naval 
life, and still cling to it with a power and tena- 
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city which almost defy modern enlightenment, 
progress, and even law. Itis probable that the 
national authorities which organized the existing 
rank of medical officers intended to confer a more 
substantial fact than the usages of shipboard life 
have permitted. Among the usages of the ser- 
vice is that which limits an officer’s rights and 
comforts to the apartments in which he messes, 
even though his rank actually entitles him to 
higher privileges and greater comforts than be- 
long to those of an inferior rank who make up 
the majority of the inmates of that apartment. 
The steerage is the most humble of those apart- 
ments, and is the dwelling pase of the ve 
young, or those of no responsibility. The ward- 
room gathers in it most of the commissioned and 
some warrant officers, and was originally occupied 
by none of higher rank than Lieutenant. All ite 
usages and government are still conformed to the 
seale of that grade. 

Now, make a medical officer in name an Admi- 
ral, and leave him to be ward-room officer, and 
the title becomes ridiculous. It is sunk below the 
usages and restrictions originally designed for 
those of junior years and inferior rank. 

There is only one mess which is superior to 
these restrictions, and that is the mess or messes 
of the commanding officers and their associates, 
who may range in rank from a Lieutenant Com- 
mander to an Admiral. Sometimes there are one, 
sometimes two of those messes. This is very pro- 
perly left to the will of the Commander-in-Chief, 
who may choose that he and his — may 
have one or separate establishments. The Assist- 
ant-Surgeon enters the service with the rank of 
‘Master.’ That this title may not be misunder- 
stood, it may be necessary to explain that it is the 
lowest rank in the ward-room. For the incum- 
bent is in modern times generally a graduate of 
the Naval Academy waiting his promotion to 
lieutenancy. Like the “ Master,” the Assistant- 
Surgeon at once becomes a member of the ward- 
room mess, and unless the number of partitioned 
off or sleeping berths contained in the ward-room 
are occupied by his seniors, he may have the good 
fortune to occupy one of those that are dimly 
lighted by an air port, six inches in diameter. 
This space is so restricted, and the separation 
from the common apartments is so slight, that 
words in an ordinary voice in another become 
common property. After further presenting the 
discriminations against Medical men in regard to 
shipboard accommodations, the Doctor said: 

“The general law is that no officer shares in 


rize money unless his name be borne apes the 


ks of the vessel making the captures; but the 
Admiral, or Commander-in-Chief has a per cent- 
age on all prizes made. The fleet Surgeon, as 4 
member of the Commander-in-Chief’s staff, must 
be with him in the flag-ship, and as a rule at the 
post of greatest risk, responsibility, and hazard, 
consequently he is not likely to have his name 
borne upon the books of the subordinate vessels 
making captures, and yet no share of prize money 
is allowed him.” 
The report suggests the following as the remedy 
for these evils: 
1. After they have reached the rank of Com- 
mander, or are filling the position of Fleet Sur- 
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geon, let them be by right, as they: often have 
been by courtesy, members of the cabin mess. If 
the mess of the Commander-in-Chief be too exalted 
a social position for the members of your profes- 
sion who are filling the important position of Fleet 
Surgeon, then let them be members by right of 
the mess of the Commander of the ship and the 
Fleet Captain. 

2. An equitable arrangement of prize money, 
most important in principle, your Committee hope 
to see effected. It will, however, require future 
legislation. 

In European countries, the Doctor said, more 
liberal regulations prevail in regard to naval sur- 
geons than in democratic America. 

The late Admiral Foore, so justly distinguished 
for his large medical liberality, advocated the 
highest rank for naval medical officers. An Ad- 
miral among the most distinguished in the ser- 
vice, has authorized it to be officially said that he 
thought the Fleet Surgeon should in our service, 
as in the French, be a member of the Commander- 
in-Chief’s staff and family. We regard the pre- 
sent system as opposed to the public interests of 
the service, which can never be sacrificed to gross 
indignity without detriment. 

The committee offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a special committee of five be 
appointed by the President of the Association, to 
present this subject before the President of the 
United States and the Secretary of the Navy, and 
urge the adoption of the changes proposed. 

The resolution was adopted with a universal 
aye, the report having been received with pro- 
longed applause. 

On motion, it was resolved to memorialize Con- 
gress to enact a law giving a proper share of 
prize money to medical naval officers. 

The following Committee was subsequently an- 
nounced—N. S. Davis, Illinois; J. M. Toner, 
District of Columbia; 8. D. Gross, Pennsylvania; 
J. J. Cockerill, Maryland; H. F. Askew, Dela- 
ware, 

The Secretary announced several volunteer 
essays, which were referred to the appropriate 
sections, to come up in regular order. 

Report of Committee on Publication was read. 

A resolution was offered to abolish the payment 
of money for prize essays, and substitute a cer- 
tificate and a hundred printed copies of the essays 
to the essayist. 

The Treasurer’s report was read, representing 
the Association to be in debt, on account of print- 
ing last volume of proceedings. 

Delegates from the several States were re- 
quested to report to-morrow morning one of their 
number for the Committee on Nominations. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock Wednesday morning. 


Szconp Dar— Wednesday, May 8th. 

The Association met this morning with an in- 
creased attendanee, the hall being completely 
filled. President Askew in the chair. 

Minutes of the first session read and approved. 

On motion, a number of gentlemen were re- 
ceived as “‘ Members by Invitation.” 
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Committee on Nominations. 


Delegates from the several States presented the 
following names as Committees on Nominations: 

Vermont—J. N. Stiles. 

Massachusetts—H. R. Storer. 

Rhode Island—O. Bullock. 

Connecticut—B. H. Catlin. 

New York—E. Elliott. 

New Jersey—Samuel S. Clark. 

Pennsylvania—John L. Atlee. 

Delaware—H. F. Askew. 

Maryland—J. J. Cockerill. 

West Virginia—J. C. Hupp. 

Ohio—J. P. McIlvaine. 

Kentucky—D. W. Yandell. 

Indiana—J. S, Bobbs. 

Illinois—H. A. Johnson. 

Michigan—A. B. Palmer. 

Iowa—J. C. Blackburn. 

Missouri—B. F. Shumard. 

Texas— Dr. Hurd. 

District of Columbia—Johnson Elliot. 

United States Navy—N. Pinckney. 

United States Army—J. J. Woodward. 

Wisconsin—N. Dalton. 

Kansas—John Parsons. 

California—T. M. Logan. 

Tennessee—W. A. Atchison. ; 

The Secretary read a letter from Prof. Alden 
March, donating to the Association photographs 
of all the Presidents of the Association, a copy 
of which he transmitted to the proper officer for 
deposit in the archives. He also said he would 
add to the collection in the future. The donation 
was accepted. 

Dr. C. C. Cox, Delegate to the British Medical 
Association, presented a brief report. The Asso- 
ciation met at Chester in August, 1866. Dr. Cox 
described the routine of business, and the social 
features of the meeting, which were very similar 
to our own. He said that a disposition was mani- 
fested to reciprocate in the appointment of dele- 
gates, but there was no evidence before the Asso- 
ciation that a delegate was appointed to this 
meeting. 

Delegates to Foreign Medical Associations. 

The Chair appointed the following delegates 
to Foreign Medical Associations for the present 
year: B. Fordyce Barker, New York; John E. 
Tyler, Massachusetts; Thos, C. Brinsmade, Troy, 
New York; Dr. Wilson Jewell, Pa. 

Dr. N. Pinckney, United States Navy. Dr. 
Jobn Hart, New York, and Dr. Charles A. Pope, 
St. Louis, were apruinted delegates to the Inter- 
national Medical Congress of Europe, to be held 
next summer, 

On motion of Dr. W. C. Artes, of Philadel- 
phia, Dr, Witson JeweLt was appointed dele- 
gate to the Fore‘'gn and International Medical 
Congress to be held in Paris next August. 


Report on Insanity. 

Dr. H. R. Srorer arose to make an explana- 
tion. On yesterday he had made some remarks, 
when the report of Dr. Ray on Insanity was 
called for and no response was made, deprecating 
the fact that the Superintendents of Insane Asy- 














426 MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


lums held themselves aloof from this Association. 
His remarks, he thought, had been misunder- 
stood, and taken in a too serious and personal 
light. He was hapry to say, that while he was 
then speaking, Dr. Walker, one of those Superin- 
tendents, was on his way to this meeting, with 
Dr. Ray’s report in his pocket. He proposed 
that Dr. Ray be made a member of the Associn- 
tion by invitation, and that his report be made 
the special order for to-morrow morning. 

Dr. Hrsperp objected to departing from the 
rule of referring such papers to appropriate sec- 
tions, as it would establish a precedent that 
might consume valuable time of the Association 
hereafter. 

Dr. Watxer explained that he had been de- 
layed on his way by a railroad accident. He was 
surprised and grieved to learn, on arriving here, 
that an uncalled for assault had been made on 
this floor, on members of the Association of Su- 

rintendents of American Hospitals and Asy- 

ums for the Insane. Every member of that As- 
sociation would take it to himself, and the feeling 
could not easily be changed. He repeated the 
word assault, because the thing had been repeat- 
ed now for the third time, and he repelled it. No 
member of that Association would ever again be 
drawn into this Association to make a personal 
reply. They had not thought it their duty to 
connect themselves with this Association, al- 
though efforts had been made to get members to 
come here and join the section on psychology; 
but if, when they came here, they were to be met 
with onal attack, this meeting would see the 
last Superintendent of a Hospital for the Insane. 
He explained that the reason why they did not 
unite with this organization was, that their duties 
and interests as Hospital Superintendents were 
different from those of ordinary physicians. It 
was from no want of respect for this Association. 
They were, however, ready to come in as indi- 
viduals, and contribute their part in the work of 
this Association, provided they could be received 
courteously. 

Dr. Gross hoped the report of Dr. Ray would 
not be referred, but be treated with the courtesy 
of a hearing in open session. 

Dr. Srorzr again disclaimed any intention to 
give offence, He had endeavored to satisfy Dr. 
Walker of this, but he regretted that he had not 
succeeded, 


The report of Dr. Ray was then made the spe- 
cial order for Thursday morning at 10 o'clock. 


Report on Medical Education. 


Dr. §, T. Gross read a report on Medical Edu- 
cation, which presented very much the same 
views as were advanced and inaugurated for 
practice by the convention of medical professors 
which met here last week, and whose proceed- 
ings we have published. He had for twenty 
years been an advocate for progress in the direc- 
tion of more thorough attainments, and a more 
rational mode of imparting instruction, beginning 
with the elementary and advancing to the more 
difficult. He condemned entirely the custom of 

tivate medical pupilage as worse than useless. 
he report was ordered to be printed. 
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Dr. N. 8S. Davis, chairman of a committee ap- 
pointed by the Association last year to recom- 
mend the assembling of a convention of repre- 
sentatives of the medical oy oo of the country, 
reported that the duty had been discharged, a 
convention of representatives of a majority of the 
colleges having met in this city on the 3d inst., a 
report of whose action was presented for the in- 
formation of the Association. He stated that 
the discussions were most thoroughly conducted, 
and were characterized by the best of feelings. 

The report was, on motion, referred to the 
Committee on Publication, 


Prize Essays. 


Dr. F. Donatpson, of Baltimore, from the Com- 
mittee on Prize Essays, reported that they had 
received eight essays, all of which had been care- 
fully examined, and after fully weighing the 
merits of each, two had been agr upon as 
being the most meritorious, and they had award- 
ed the prize of $100 each to the following: 


First. ‘‘ An Essay on the Causes of Intermittent 
and Remittent Fever,” bearing the motto, “ Fortis 
est Veritas.” 

Second. ‘On the Treatment of Certain Abnor- 
mities of the Uterus.” Motto, “Empiricism in 
Medicine and Surgery is fast giving way to the 
Rationalism of True Diagnosis.” 

The sealed envelopes containing the names of 
the authors were then opened, and the announce- 
ment made that the author of the first is Dr. J. 
R. Brack, of Newark, Ohio; of the seeond, Dr. 
Montrose A. Patuen, of St. Louis, Mo. 

Referred to Committee on Publication. 


Reform in Medical Teaching. 

Dr. Sarre, of New York, offered the following: 

* Resolved, That this Association most cor- 
dially approve of the whole action of the Conven- 
tion of Delegates from the Medieal Colleges,’as- 
sembled in Cincinnati May 3, 1867, and urge its 
practical adoption by all the Medical Colleges in 
our country.’ 

Dr. Post, of New York, wished to offer some 
change in the course of instruction proposed. 

Dr. Davis reminded the gentlemen that the 
college to which he was attached had been in- 
vited to be present and take part in the proceed- 
ings of that Convention, but had not seen fit to 
do so. He could at the next meeting of that As- 
sociation offer any amendment he chose, but this 
Association has no power to act in the matter. 

Dr. C. A. Lez, of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., though 
not present at the Medical College Convention, 
approved of all that was done. He had for many 
years, as a teacher in a Medical College, contem- 
plated just such changes as had been recom- 
mended. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


Prize Essay Matters. 
The following resolution, offered yesterday, 
was taken up: 
“* Resolved, That hereafter the Commitee on 
Prize Essays be requested to withhold the offer of 
a prize of $100 each, and that the successful es- 
sayists receive in lieu thereof a certificate signed 
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dred copies of the essay, at the expense of the 
Association.” : 

This resolution was suggested by the failure of 
the receipts of the Association to pay printing 
expenses. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, objected to the passage 
of the resolution, which virtually repudiated the 
payment of future prizes. The treasury would 
soon again be full. He would call the attention 
of the Association to the fourth section of the 
by-laws. He considered that the Transactions 
called for more original papers at the expense of 
bulk. The matter should be better, even if the 
volume be smaller. 

Dr. Brssins, of New York, called attention to 
an amendment that had been proposed two years 
ago, requiring all members, whether present or 
absent, to pay an annual fee of $5. By the adop- 
tion of this amendment the Association would 
have ample funds, 

Dr. Bronson, of Massachusetts, was opposed 
to prospective action. 

Dr. Arxinson, of Penna., called attention to 
the fact that the Committee were last year 
obliged to hold themselves personally responsible 
for the debt. He said that the present funds of 
the Treasury were even now insufficient to print 
the matter already in their possession. 

Dr. Bronson thought that the fault lay with 
the different Sections, who did not exercise the 
requisite discrimination. 

r. Bresrns called the attention of the Chair to 
the fact that the resolution was in conflict with 
the by-laws. 

Dr. Toner, of District of Columbia, considered 
that assessments would meet all the necessities 
of the case. He offered the following: 

“ Resolved, That all members yearly pay five 
dollars, and that the names of hr failing to 
pay, at the end of three years be designated in 
the catalogue by a star or cross.” 

Dr. Sayre, of New York, moved as an amend- 
ment, that the proposed action of the Association 
be published in the various medical journals. 

fter a spirited debate, in which several dele- 
gates joined, a motion of Dr. Davis, to lay the 
original motion on the table, finally prevailed. 


Dr. Brssiys offered the following: 


“ Resolved, That hereafter the Committee of 
Arrangements be directed to have the ordinances 
governing the Sections printed on slips and dis- 
tributed at the several places where the Sections 
meet.” Carried, 

The following papers were read and referred: 

Observations on Diseases of the Throat, as seen 
in the Military’ Service from 1861 to 1865. By 
Professor M. K. Taytor, M.D. To Section on 
Practical Medicine. 

A Novel Cure of Lithotomy. By Dr. E. Wan- 
wey, of Iowa. To Section on Surgery. 

Ligature of the Subclavian Artery. ‘ By Prof. 
Wittarv Parker, M.D., of New York. To Séc- 
tion on Surgery. 

A communication from Chicago, informing the 
Association that during 1866, two members of 
the profession, named, had been expelled from 
their local Medical Society, for violation of the 
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A communication, proposing that no person 
who is not a member and supporter of a local 
Medical Society, where such a one exists, sball 
be eligible to membership in the American Med- 
ical Association. 

This being virtually an amendment to the 
Constitution, it was laid over for one year. 


Medical Statistics in the Army. 


Dr. Bensamin Howarp, of New York, offered 
the following preamble and resolutions: 


Whereas, There has been issued, and still re- 
mains in force, an official order from the Surgeon 
General of the United States Army prohibiting 
the communication of any medical or surgical 
information, by any medical medical officer of the 
United States Army, to any person whatsoever, 
without special permission From the Medical 
Bureau at Washington; thus appropriating, as 
the official power of the Surgeon-General can 
compass it, all the valuable experience and sta- 
tistics of all medical men who have served in the 
various departments of the United States Arm 
to the exclusive use of the Medical Bureau ; and, 

Whereas, Under such arbitrary control an offi- 
cial report has already been made tending to 
create incorrect impressions on scientific questions 
of great practical importance to the profession 
and to society ; and, 

Whereas, It is important to the reputation of 
all men, who served during the wer, that they 
have the opportunity of correcting such erroneous 
impressions. by an examination of the original 
records; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Asso- 
ciation that the monopoly now exercised by the 
Medical Bureau over the medical and surgical 
records of the war, is contrary to the genius and 
catholic spirit of our profession, and obstructive 
to the highest interests of science and humanity. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War, or other 
proper authorities, be requested to direct that the 
original records of the medical and surgical his- 
tory of the war be rendered accessible, on certain 
regular days of each month, for purposes of sci- 
entific investigation, to all medical men who have 
served as such in the army of the United States. 


Dr. Howarp spoke at length in support of the 
resolution. He dwelt upon the jealousy of de- 
partments against interference on the part of 
outsiders. THe did not aim at any one in partic- 
ular as a target; he spoke for the benefit of his 
profession. 

Dr. Woopwarp, U. 8, Army, asked for the 
reading of the preamble and resolutions. He 
then objected to the ventilation of private griev- 
ances on the part of any member. The Surgeon- 
General of the army, a most efficient officer, was 
striving to do his duty to the profession; he did 
not wish those who had contributed nothing to 
interrupt the business of his bureau for searches. 


Besides that, the records of the office were now 


being consulted for the adjustment of pension 
claims—indiscriminate disturbance of these re- 
IIe therefore 


moved that the resolution be laid upon the table, 
vote 
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“ Provisional Nomenclature of Disease,’’ which 
was published in London. Referred to Section on 
Practical Medicine. 

A paper “On Compulsory Vaccination,” by 
Dr. A. N. Bext, of Brooklyn, New York, was 
presented, and, on motion, referred to Com- 
mittee on Hygiene. 

Dr. Hammer, of Missouri, offered resolutions 
bearing upon certain irregularities in the profes- 
sion, which was referred to Committee on Medi- 
cal Education. 

Dr. Gitpert, of New York, exhibited an in- 
strument for the protection of the periosteum in 
excisions, etc. Referred to Section on Surgery. 


Medical Literature. 


Dr. Post of New York, read a report on Medi- 
cal Literature, in which he mentioned ‘among 
other publications of the year, the Reportof the 
New York Board of Health, in regard to cholera. 

Dr. Sayre protested against certain portions 
of the report as being too highly laudatory'of the 
Board of Health of New York, and as containing 
matter foreign to the scope of such a report. He 
also made some remarks upon cholera and quar- 
antine, and claimed that there were few if any 
cases of that disease to combat, and that these 
same had been introduced by breakages of the 
quarantine. 

Dr. Davis supported the spirit of Committee’s 
report, and moved that it take the usual course 
of reference to the Committee on Publications, 
which was adopted. 

Dr. Hrssarp offered the following : 

“ Resolved, That the habit of using unofficinal 
preparations of medicine by the physicians, ex- 
cept where there is no officinal preparation that 
will answer the purpsse as well, is unscientific 
and imprudent, tending to demoralize the thera- 
peutist and to encourage irregular pharmaceutists 
and nostrum makers, and should be abandoned. 

** Resolved, That the profession should not pat- 
ronize druggists who are engaged in the manu- 
facture of nostrums.” 

On motion, tabled. 

The Association then adjourned till this morn- 
ing at 9 o’clock. 

[To be continued.] 
(noes unitate 
Chester County Medical Society, Pa. 


The Society met in West Chester, the Presi- 
dent, Dr. N. S. Marswaut, in the chair. 

After the usual preliminary business, the ful- 
lowing officers were elected. 

President—Dr. Wu. S, Mavany. 

Vice-Presidents—Drs, W. W. Townsenp and 
W. H. Gonxze. 

Recording Secretary—Dr. D. G, Brinton. 

Corresponding Secretary—Dr. J. P. Encx, 
Downingtown. 

Treasurer—Dr. James M. Goon. 

Delegates to American Medical Assoctation— 
Drs. Bens. Tuompson, J. P. Ence, and Isaac 
THomas. 

Chairman of Sanitary Committee—Dr, D. G. 
Brinton. 

A report on the Epidemics and Meteorology of 
the County for 1866, was presented by the chair- 
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man of the Sanitary Committee for that year, and 
ordered to be forwarded to the State Society. 
Dr. Jacop Price related a case of restoration 
from apparent death of a neonatus by artificial 
respiration and warmth. 
Dr. Epce called the attention of the Society 
to the bad hygienic condition of the County- 
house, and a committee was appointed to investi- 
gate the subject. 
Several new members were proposed, and the 
Society adjourned to meet on the last Tuesday of 
October. 
————— 

Organization of a Medical Society in Clarion 

County, Pennsylvania. 


According to previous announcement, a num- 
ber of physicians of Clarion county, Pennsylva- 
nia, met at the office of Dr. Jaues s, Clarion. 
The meeting being called to order, Dr. J. Bower 
in the chair, a permanent organization was ef- 
fected by election to offices, viz. 

Isaac W. Measz, President; J. H. Barner, 
Vice-President; W. M. Crover, Recording Sec- 
retary; J. P. Norman, Corresponding Secretary; 
S. D. Matez, Treasurer. 

The members of our Society are as follows, viz. 
Drs. James Ross, 8. D. Malez, I. W. Mease, 
John Bower, W. M. Clover, James Stewart, J. P. 
Norman, J. H. Barber, J. W. Rankin, William 
Reichard. 

We have appointed two delegates to the meet- 
ing of the Medical Society of Pennsylvania at 
Pittsburg, viz., Drs. James Ross and J. P. Norman. 

Our Constitution and Bye-Laws have been 
approved, adopted, and printed. 
a See 
Medical Society of Clark County, Illinois. 


The members met at Marshall. Dr. F. RB. 
Payne in the chair. The roll being called, 
twenty members answered to their names. The 
President read a ag oa on the Importance of 
Vivisection to the Medical Profession, which 
was ordered to be published; and subsequently, 
a second address, on his Experience in the Use 
of New Preparations, especially of Santonine 
and Gelseminum. The former had proved in his 
hands an excellent anthelmintic, the latter a safe 
and efficient nervous and arterial sedative. Dr. 
Mitcnett and other members corroborated his 
views. 

Dr. Jumper reported a case of epileptic spasms 
successfully controlled by bromide of potassium 
in five-grain doses every three or four hours. 

Resolutions were passed by the Society, de- 
nouncing quacks and quackery, and all those 

ractising on exclusive systems, and seeking to 
influence the public by advertisements, handbills, 
and other unbecoming methods. 

Dr. Garp was requested to prepare a report on 
Granular Conjunctivitis, as it appears in the 
Wabash Valley. 

Drs. Paywe and Mitcuext were appointed del- 
egates to the American Medical Association, and 
Drs. Garp, WiLttams, and Paice to the [Illinois 
State Medical Society. 

The Society then adjourned till the first Wed- 
nesday in July. 

Reported by J. D, Mircuext, M. D.,; Secretary, 
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CONVENTION or TEACHERS or MEDICAL 


COLLEGES IN THE UNITED STATES, 

In pursuance of a call of a Committee appoint- 
ed by the American Medical Association, at its 
last session, held in Baltimore, May 3d, 1866, 
delegates from most of the medical institutions of 
the country met Friday morning May 34d, at ten 
o'clock, in the faculty-room of the Medical College 


of Ohio. 

Professor Davis, of Chicago, Chairman of said 
Committee, called the meeting to order, and, 
after stating its object, proposed, with a view to 
facilitate the perfection of a permanent organiza- 
tion, the appointment of a temporary Chairman 
and Secretary. This proposition being accepted, 
Professor A. Stitu#, of Philadelphia, was elected 
temporary Chairman, and Professor G. C. E. We- 
ser, of Cleveland, Ohio, Secretary. 

Professor Davis, of Chicago, Professor Don- 
atpson, of Baltimore, and Professor Buackman, 
of Cincinnati, were appointed a Committee on 
Credentials. The following-named gentlemen 
were approved as delegates from their respective 
colleges: 

Professors A. Hammer, of Humboldt Medical 
College, St. Louis, Missouri; W. N. Byford, 
Chicago Medical College, Chicago. IIl.; A. Stillé, 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
A. B. Palmer, University of Michigan; A. B. 
Palmer, Berkshire Medical College, Massachu- 
setts; Alden March, Albany Medical College, 
New York; A. J. Steele, Chicago Medical Col- 
lege, Chicago; N. 8. Davis, Chicago Medical 
College, Chicago; Francis Carter, Starling Medi- 
cal College, Ohio; James M. Holloway, Univer- 
sity of Louisville, Kentucky; N. R. Taylor, Medi- 
cal Department of Iowa University, Iowa; J. C. 
Hughes, Medical Department of Iowa University, 
Iowa; G. C. E. Weber, Charity Hospital Medical 
College, Cleveland, Ohio; F. Donaldson, Univer- 
sity of Maryland, Maryland; J. N. McDowell, 
Missouri Medical College, Missouri; C. G. Co- 
megvs, Medical College of Ohio, Ohio; George 
C. Blackman, Medical College of Ohio, Ohio; 
E. B. Stevens, Miami Medical College, Cinein- 
nati, Ohio; George Mendenhall, Miami Medical 
College, Ohio; 8. G. Gross, Jefferson Medical 
College, Philadelphia, Pa.; B. L. Lawson, Cin- 
Ginnati College of Medicine; —— Read, Cinein- 
nati College of Medicine. 


Professor Stitt, of Philadelphia, was chosen 
permanent Chairman, and Professor Wener, of 
Cleveland, Secretary. 
Professors Hottoway, of Louisville; Davis, of 
Chicago; Donaupsox, of Baltimore; Backman, 
of Cincinnati; and Marcu, of Albany, were 
, y, 
pp oinied b Cosceteent ry goad on the order of 
erent subjects which were to occupy the 
attention of the Convention. mi 


After which the Convention adjourned to 4 
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First Day—Aflernoon Session. 

In the afternoon session this committee re- 
ported the following distinct propositions for the 
consideration of the Convention: 

“1, That every student applying for matricu- 
lation in a Medical College, Chall be required to 
show, either by satisfactory certificates or by a 
direct examination by a committee of the facu ty 
that he Sepeoarg a thorough knowledge of the 
common English branches of education, includ- 
ing the first series of mathematics and the natural 
sciences, and the certificates presented or the 
results of the examinations thus required, be 
regularly filed as a part of the records of each 
Medical College. 

“2. That every medical student be required to 
study not only three full years, but also to attend 
three regular annual courses of medical college 
instruction before being admitted to an examina- 
tion for the degree of Deetor of Medicine. 

“3. That the minémum duration of a regular 
annual lecture term, or course of medical college 
instruction, shall be five calendar months. 

“4, That every medical college shall embrace 
in its curriculum at least thirteen professorships, 
including substantially the following branches 
namely: Descriptive Anatomy, Physiology an 
Histology. Inorganic Chemistry, Materia Medica, 
Organic Chemistry and Toxicology, General Pa- 
thology and Public Hygiene, Surgical Anatomy 
and Operations of Surgery, Medical Jurispru- 
dence, Practice of Medicine. Practice of Surgery, 
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women, Clinical Medi- 
cine and Clinical Surgery. That these several 
branches shall be divided into three groups or 
or series, corresponding with the three years 
required for medical study. The first, or fresh- 
man series, shall embrace Descriptive Anatomy, 
Physiology and Histology, Inorganic Chemistry 
and Materia Medica. To these the attention of 
the student shall be mainly restricted during the 
first year of his studies, and on them he shall be 
thoroughly examined by the proper members of 
the faculty at the close of his first course of 
medical college instruction, and receive a certifi- 
cate indicating the degree of his progress. The 
second, or junior series, shall embrace Organic 
oruneee. and Toxicology, General Pathology, 
Public Hygiene, Surgical Anatomy and Opera- 
tions of Surgery and Medical Jurisprudenae. 
To these the attention of the medical student 
shall be directed during the second year of 
his studies, and on them he shall be examined 
at the close of his aécond course of medical 
college instruction, the same as after the first. 
The third, or senior series, shall embrace Pruc- 
tical Medicine, Practical Surgery, Obstetrics 
and Diseases of Women, with Clinical Medicine 
and Chemical Surgery in hospital. These shall 
occupy the attention of the student during the 
third year of his medical studies, and at the close 
of the third course of medical college attendance, 
he shall undergo a general examination in all the 
departments, as a prerequisite for the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine. 

“ The instruction in the three series of branches 
is to be given simultaneously, and to continue 
throu t the whole of each annual college 





clock, P.M. 


term ; each student attending the lectures on such 
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branches as belong to his period of pe ess in 
study, in the same manner as the Sophomore, 
Junior and Senior classes each pursue their 
respective studies simultaneously throughout the 
cotlegiate year, in all our literary colleges. 

“5. That the practice of selling individual 
tickets by members of medical college faculties 
should be abolished, and, in place of it, each 
student should be charged a specified sum for 
each annual course of medical college instruction; 
the sum being the same for each of the three 
courses before graduating; and any student or 

ractitioner who has attended three full courses 
in any one college, shall be entitled to attend any 
subsequent course or courses in that college 
gratuitously. The fees paid for each annual 
course of college instruction should be paid to 
the Treasurer of the college, and subsequently 
distributed to each member of the Faculty, at 
such time and in such proportion as the Trustees 
and Faculty of each college shall determine. 

“6. That inasmuch as the maintenance of an 
efficient Medical easy requires a large expendi- 
ture of money annually, and inasmuch as there 
is no reasonable hope of adequate endowments 
from the several State governments, the exaction 
of a just and reasonable annual lecture fee is a 
necessity with which all medical colleges should 
comply, and that $105 should be the minimum 
fee for each regular annual course of instruction 
in any medical college in the United States.” 


The first ition was taken up and dis- 
cussed by Bro’ vssors Davis, Gross, Comzcys, 
McDowe.t, Hammer, Taytor, and Pater, and 
with an amendment so as to strike out the words 
“natural sciences,” and add “sufficient knowledge 
of Latin and Greek to understand the technical 
terms of the profession,” it was adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned to meet at 9} 
o'clock Saturday morning. 


Seconp Dav—Morning Session. 

On Saturday, 4th inst., the Convention was 
called to order at 9} o’clock, A. M., by the Chair- 
man, Professor Stitu#. The minutes of the pre- 
ceding session were read and adopted. The Chair 
then announced that the next business in order 
was the discussion of Section 2 of the Report 
of the Committee on the Order of Business, 
which reads as follows: — 

“That every medical student be required to 
study full three years, including three regular 
annual courses of medical college instruction, be- 
fore being admitted to an examination for the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine.” 

rofessor Gross, of Philadelphia, moved to 
amend so as to insert “four” after study, instead 
of “ three.” 

Remarks were made by Professors Gross, Ham- 
mar, of St. Louis; Davis, of Chicago; Pater, 
of Michigan; and McDowe 1, of St. Louis. 

The Convention then suspended the rules, for 
the purpose of allowing Professor Davis to intro- 
duce the following snaelon: 


“ Resolved, That in all distinct propositions 
under the consideration of this Convention, no 
member shall speak more than once until all 
others members have spoken who wish to speak.” 

0 


dopted. 





Prof. F. Howarp, of Washington City, moved 
to amend by inserting “not less than three 
years,” instead of “three full years.” Lost. 

Prof. Gross’ amendment was then adopted. 


On motion of Prof. Gross, the entire section, 
as amended, was unanimously adopted. 

Prof. Hammar moved to take up for considera- 
tion Section 4 prior to Section 3. Lost. 

Section 3 was read, viz., ‘That the minimum 
duration of a regular annual lecture term or 
course of medical college instruction shall be five 
calendar months.” 

Prof. Gross moved to amend by inserting “six” 
in place of “five calendar months.” Carried. 

tion 3, as amended, was then adopted. 

Section 4, being next in order, came up for 
discussion. Prof. Gross moved to discuss the dif- 
ferent parts of this section oe First, 
that relating to the different branches recom- 
mended to be taught in the schools. Second, the 
number of professorships, Third, the division of 
studies. Adopted. 

Prof. Hammar moved to add to the different 
branches of Natural Philosophy and Pathological 
Anatomy. 

Prof. Donatpson, of ae, moved to act 
upon these propositions separately. 

Phe vote oo the addition of Natural Philosophy 


being taken, it was rejected. 


The amendment adding Pathological Anatomy 
was carried, 

Professor Byrorp, of Chicago, moved to amend 
by including Diseases of Children. Carried. 

On motion, the Convention then adjourned to 
meet at 4 o’clock, P. M. 


Seconp Day.—A/fternoon Session. 


The meeting having been called to order by the 
chairman, the second part of Section 4 was called 
up for discussion. é ‘ 

Professor Gross moved to amend by- inserting 
after the words ‘following branches,’ ‘to be 
taught by not less than nine professors.” Car- 
ried. 

Remarks were made by Professors Gross, 
Palmer, Davis, Hammar, Howard, and Taylor. 

The third part of Section 4, referring to the 
division of studies, was next considered. Z 

Professor Davis moved to amend, by making 
that part read as follows : 

“That these several branches shall be divided 
into three groups or series, corresponding with 
the three courses of medical college instruction 
required. 

‘“The first, or Freshman series, shall embrace 
Descriptive Anatomy and Practical Dissections, 
Physiology and Histology, Inorganic Chemistry, 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

“To those the attention of the student shall be 
mainly restricted during his first course of medi- 
cal college instruction, and in these he shall sub- 
mit to a thorough examination by the proper 
members of the Faculty at its close, and receive 
a certificate indicating the degree of his progress. 

“The second, or Junior series, shall embrace 
Organic Chemistry and Toxicology, General Pa 
thology, Morbid Anatomy and Public Hygiene, 
Surgical Anatomy and Operations of Surgery, 








Sa an one wa eee ee nek a 


= 




















a 


May 18, 1867.] 


and Medical Jurisprudence. To these the atten- 
tion of the medical student shall be directed 
during his second course of medical co!lege in- 
struction, and in them he shall be examined at 
the close of his second course, in the same man- 
ner as after the first. 

“The third, or Senior series, shall embrace 
Practical Medicine, Practical Surgery, Obstetrics, 
and Diseases peculiar to Women and Children; 
with Clinical Medicine and Clinical Surgery in 
hospital. These shall occupy the attention of 
the student during his third course of college in- 
struction, and at its close he shall be eligible to a 
general examination on all the branches, as a 

rerequisite for the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 

he instruction in the three series of branches is 
to be given simultaneously, and to continue 
throughout the whole of each annual college 
term; each student attending the lectures on 
such branches as belong to his period of pro- 
gress in study, in the same manner as the Sopho- 
more, Junior, and Senior classes each pursue 
their respective studies simultaneously through- 
out the collegiate year, in all our literary col- 
leges.”” 

After a protracted debate, in which Professors 
Gross, Palmer, Blackman, Hammar, Davis, and 
Taylor participated, the motion of Professor Da- 
vis prevailed. 

Professor Davis then moved the adoption of 
the entire section as amended. Carried. 

Section 5 was then taken up, and, upon motion 
of Professor Palmer, laid on the table. 

Section 6, being in order, was read, but on 
motion of Professor Gross, was also laid upon 
the table until Monday morning. 6th inst. 

On motion of Professor Davis, the convention 
then adjourned to meet at 10, A. M., on Mondey 
morning. 


Tarp Day.—Morning Session, 


The meeting was called to order by Professor 
Stink, at 10 o’clock, A. .M. 

The minutes of the previous session were read 
and approved. 

The Committee on Credentials announced Dr. 
T. M. Locan, of Sacramento, California, as an 
authorized delegate from the Faculty of the To- 
land Medical College of San Francisco. 

Professor Gross moved to reconsider parts of 
Section 4, relating to tlre branches to be taught 
in medical colleges. 

Professor Hammar moved to suspend the rules 
for that purpose. Carried. 

Professor Gross moved to amend part first, 
Section 4, by inserting the words “ Medical 
Ethies”’ after the words “ Medical Jurisprudence.” 

Professor Parmer moved the adoption of the 
amendment. Carried. 

osnal Comecys moved the reconsideration 
ion 1. 
— suspension of the rules, this motion was 


pted. 
Professor Comeays moved to amend Section 1,° 
inserting ‘‘Elements of Natural Sciences” 
t the word “‘Mathematics.”’ Carried. 
essor Hammar moved the adoption of the 
whole section as amended. Carried. 
Section 6 was then considered. 
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On motion of Professor Donatpson, it was laid 
on the table. 

Professor PaLwzr then introduced the following 
resolution : 

‘* Resolved, That every medical college should 
immediately adopt some effectual method of ascer- 
taining the actual attendance of students upon 
its lectures and other exercises, and at the - oe 
of each session of the attendance of the student a 
certificate, specifying the time and the courses of 
instruction actually attended, should be given; 
and such certificate only should be received by 
other colleges as evidence of such attendance.” 

The resolution was adopted. 

Prof. Davis moved the adoption of all the sec- 
tion as amended. 

Prof. Gross moved to transmit a copy of these 
sections as adopted by this Convention, certified to 
by its officers, to the American Medical Associa- 
tion, at its next session. 

Prof. Davis then introduced the following reso- 
lution: 

* Resolved, That a committee of five be appoint- 
ed by the President, whose duty it shall be to 
present the several propositions adopted by the 
convention, to the trustees and faculties of all the 
medical colleges in this country, and solicit their 
definite action thgreon, with a view to the early 
and simultaneous practical adoption of the same 
throughout the whole country. And that the 
same committee be authorized to call another 
convention whenever deemed advisable,”’ 


The Chair appointed the following gentlemen 
that committee: Profs. Davis, of Chicago, Don- 
aldson, of Baltimore, Gross, of Philadelphia, 
March, of Albany, Blackman, of Cincinnati. 

The chairman then introduced Dr. Varrrer, 
President of the Cincinnati Academy of Medi- 
cine, who invited the members of the convention 
to be present at the opening of the Academy in 


| the evening. 


Prof. Marcn moved to accept the invitation. 
Carried. 

On motion of Prof. Davis, a vote of thanks was 
returned to the Chairman and Secretary of the 
convention, for the efficiency with which they 
have discharged their duties, and to the Facult 
of ~ yea Ohio Medical College for the use of their 
hall. 

The President returned his thanks to the mem- 
bers of the convention in a neat and appropriate 
speech. 

Prof. Stevens moved that a formal written 
thesis on some professional topic shall still be 
regarded as one of the indispensable require- 
ments of the doctorate. 

Remarks were made by Professors Comegys, 
Stevens, and Donaldson. 

Professor Davis then rose simply to suggest 
whether there was not some danger of entering 
upon the consideration of propositions involving 
details that might unnecessarily complicate the 
great leading object for which we have been 
laboring. Whether the time-honored and uni- 
versal custom of requiring the medical students 
to write a thesis, should be. insisted on or not, 
would have but little bearing on the great princi- 
ples involved in the revision of our system of 
medical education. If the standard of prelimi- 
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nary education which we have here adopted 
should be carried into effect, it would remove one 
of the objects for which the writing of a thesis 
was originally demanded. Yet, he said, it was 
desirable to retain the practice, if for no other 
— than to encourage every student in the 

bit of expressing his thoughts on paper. But 
the great and all-important object of this conven- 
tion was simply to place the system of medical 
education in this country upon sound educational 
principles, by erecting a standard of preparatory 
education, by increasing the period of study, by 
adding to the college courses, and by determining 
a national order of study. This we have now 
done’ so far as this convention is concerned, by 
the harmonious adoption of the five propositions 
already passed upon. And he earnestly sug- 
gested whether we had not better stop here, and 
devote the remainder of our time to the work of 
devising the most efficient means to secure the 
adoption and simultaneous practical execution of 
the provisions already agreed upen by all the 
colleges of our country; and leave all minor 
matters of detail to be determined as time and 
circumstances should indicate in the future. 

Thereupon, on mution of Professor Hammar, 
the convention adjourned, subject to the call of 
the Committee. ‘ 








EpiroriAL DErpaRTMENT. 


Periscope. 





Wholesale Manufacture of Ozone, and Wilde’s 
Blectric Machine. 


It has‘long been an idea of ours that ozone 
might be manfuactured on a great scale for the 
purification of close courts, and other cholera 
and fever haunts; and we pointed attention to 
the enormous electrical power of Sir W. Arm- 
strona’s electric boiler, in order to show the pos- 
sibility of this being done. It is interesting now 
to note in connection with our idea, that a sugar- 
refining firm in Whitechapel is setting up one of 
Wipe’s extraordinary electric machines on their 
premises for the bleaching of sugar: and we do 
not despair of seeing the same power soon ap- 
plied as we originally suggested. Wiipe's ma- 
chine has recently been exhibited to the Royal 
Society at Burlington-house. It is worked by a 
15 horse-power steam engine, and possesses won- 
derful power. The form is magneto-electric, and 
it has coils four feet high, and ten inches thick, 
containing fourteen hundred-weight of copper 
wire. The armature rotates 15,000 times in a 
minute. The intensity of the light produced b 
this machine is something almost appalling. lt 
required, like the sun, to be ed at through 
colored glasses. By menas of lenecs the mere 
rays of light set fire to paper, and its heat could 
be felt fifty yards off. It melted the refractory 
platinum as if it were lead! Various uses for it 
are being suggested. The total cost of its light 
is said not to exceed six-pence or eight-pence 


hour, cost of the machine itself included. The 
same sort of machine is used in Manchester for 
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phatogrephts purposes, being preferable, it is 
said, to the sun for taking photographs. It can 
also, of course, be made available by night as 
well as by day.—London Builder. 


aon 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 








There is some activity in medical literature 
abroad, as well as at home. From the French 
press we observe the announcement ofa work on 
children—Dr. E. Avurx’s “ Etude sur la Physi- 
ologie de la Premiére Enfance.” 

The Imperial Government states that the se- 
cond volume of the catalogue of medical works 
in the Imperial library is ready to go to press. 
How many volumes it will require to finish the 
catalogue is not mentioned, but as that library is 
said to contain between two and three million 
volumes in all, we may look for several more 
yet. 

The Publishers’ Circular notices that a memo- 
rial of Dr. E. K. Sansorn, Professor in the Med-. 
ical Institution at Pittsfield, and also in the Ver- 
mont Medical College, and who died in the ser- 
vice of his country at Ship Island in 1862, has 
just been printed, It is written by Samvet Burn- 
HAM, Of Boston, and is for private distribution 
only. 





Treatment of Fractures of the Lower Extrem- 


gity by the Use of the Anterior Suspensory Ap- @ 


ratus. By N. R. Suira, M. D., Professor of 
urgery in the University of Maryland. Balti- 

more: Ketty & Pier. 1867. 8vo., pp. 70. 

Price, $3.00. 

This eminently practical work describes mi- 
nutely the application of Professor Sa1tn’s well 
known and highly valued suspensory splints to 
all fractures of the lower extremity. It is fully 
illustrated by cuts and diagrams, and embraces 
detailed accounts of eleven cases. The great 
difficulty that is often experienced in dressing 
compound fractures of the femur without dis- 
turbing the position of the limb, would seem to 
be admirably met by this anterior splint. No 
better proof of this could be given than that st 
the Winder Hospital, Richmond, only those cases- 
of gunshot fracture of the thigh treated thus, re- 
covered without amputation. The work is print 
ed on tinted paper, and is very creditable to the 
energetic publishers. 


~~ 
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—— A queer item of information came out in 
the proceedings of the Board of Health in Cin- 
cinnati. There are penned up in houses within 
the corporate limits of the city five hundred and 
eighty one cows. . 
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RELIGION vs, QUACKERY. 

We believe the day has gone by, when the old 
proverb, Ubi tres medici, ibi duo athei, could be 
cast in the teeth of our profession. No business 
can show among those devoted to it a greater 
number of true hearted Christians and good men. 
The best of them have agreed to observe certain 
rules, called a code of ethics or morals, designed 
not for the personal advantage of physicians, but 
primarily for the benefit of the public, and for 
the common weal. It is sanctioned by mature 
consideration, and by the unanimous conscience 
of an honored and learned profession. It con- 
tains the fundamental principles of truth and 
justice, as they apply to the practice of that pro- 
fession. 

Reflecting thus, the greater is our astonish- 
ment, on locking over the religious papers of this 
country, to see how many of them prostitute 
their columns to quacks and charlatans, who 
openly and avowedly despise these principles 
and laugh at these morals. Do the editors of 
such journals reflect what gross inconsistency 
they are guilty of, in preaching religion in one 
paragraph, and opposing common professional 
morality in the next? Can they expect the 
blessings they ask, when they aid and abet what 
a most respectable body of men in all lands pro- 
nounces to be criminal? If their consciences are 
so little enlightened as not to see the evil they 
thus do, we urge upon the medical world to in- 
struct them by earnest remonstrance, and by 
pointing out that any body of Christians is in 
fact disgraced by having a publication, honestly 
intended for the dissemination of gospel truth, 
thus used for purposes at variance with ordinary 
honesty. There are secular journals which posi- 
tively refuse such advertisements on the ground 
that they are of evil tendency and impede the 
advancement of the race. But in only too many 
religious weeklies do we observe tlie cancer doc- 
tors—one of them, forsooth, calling himself a 
Reverend—the venders of infallible specifics, 
the patent-medicine men, having fall swing. 

The question lies in a nutshell. The man 
who knows any really valuable medicine and 
keeps it secret in order to make money out of it, 
is a scoundrel who for a few pence leaves thous- 
ands to suffer and to die, and is convicted of a 
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gross moral crime by his' own evidence. ‘The 
case is rare; perhaps it never occurs. But the 
man who pretends to and yet does not know such 
a specific, is not only guilty to this degree, by 
intention, as casuists say, but is a common cheat 
and a swindler besides. Is it right that newspa- 
pers whose main object is to disseminate Christi- 
anity should countenance such men? Do they 
appreciate the grave responsibility they assume? 
Can they defend such conduct? 


ee 


CARIES OF THE TEETH. 


Not long since the London Lancet said that it 
would have a better opinion of dental specialists 
when they determined the cause of caries. It is 
perhaps true, that those who have devoted them- 
selves to that branch of medical science—and no- 
where with more distinguished success than in the 
United States—have learned better how to re- 
medy than how to prevent dental decay. Two 
correspondents of the Lancet hastened to explain 
that the use of food containing little or no osteo- 
phosphate of lime, and of bread whitened with 
alum, were the chief agents in impairing the 
enamel, These causes seem too local to be suffi- 
cient to answer the general question. In the 
last number of the Dental Cosmos, Dr. Robert 
Arthur says: “Decay is purely the effect pro- 
duced by acids acting on the enamel and the 
dentine;” while a few pages previous, soft food, 
by giving the teeth little to do and leaving depo- 
sits around them, is referred to as a frequent 
cause. The propriety of allowing the first teeth 
to remain in the gum as long as possible in order 
to give full development to the lower jaw, is also 
insisted upon. Weare inclined to accept all these 
opinions, and to recognize both constitutional 
and local causes as efficient in the case. And if 
hitherto dental science has failed to discover and 
apply a preventive treatment, it is, we believe, 
because it has looked too exclusively on caries as 
of local origin only. Constitutional treatment 
aimed to supply the mineral salts that form the 
enamel and dentine has so far not received the 
attention that it merits. There is a tendency in 
every specialty to overlook the close ties which 
connect every organ with the general economy. 
And just here, we suspect, does the fling of the 
London Lancet strike. Whether this is not owing 
to the fact that comparatively few dentists are 
well grounded in the principles of general medi- 
cine and acquainted with the resources of 
materia medica, may deserve our serious con- 
sideration, 
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Notes and Comments. 








Bisulphuret of Carbon. 
A correspondent writes us from Morris, II, 
as follows: 

I have used in a few cases of purulent ophthalmia the 
vapor of the “ bi-sulphuret‘of carbon,” but not being able 
to find in any standard work or medical journal to which 
I have access, a satisfactory description of the natureand 
uses of this article, I would be pleased to hear from you 
upon the subject, or from some of your contributors who 
have had experience with the article. 


The curious substance to which reference is 
made is sometimes, though improperly, called 
sulpho-carbonic acid. It is used largely in the 
arts, both in the preparation of caoutchouc and 
in the manufacture of certain artificial fertilizers. 
Those who are forced to breathe its vapor suffer 
from nausea, vomiting and severe dyspepsia, 
vertigo, loss of mental power and sexual desire, 
pathological effects that have been well studied 
by a French surgeon of Montpelier, Jacques 
Marareu Devrecn by name. As a remedy, we 
only recall its use by Dr. Suiru, of Cairo, IIl., 
who applied a cloth, wet with the fluid, to the 
stomach in cases of bilious colic, with, it is as- 
serted, the greatest success. His letter on the 
subject is in the Medical Times and Gazette for 
1864, Its very unpleasant odor is the chief 


objection to its therapeutic employment.—Eps, 
i 


—— Summary proceedings are about to be 
instituted in England against some of those pre- 
tended physicians who shield themselves under 
this much abused name, to pander to a depraved 
and prurient curiosity by advertising and vending 
obscene pamphlets. This is an excellent move, 
and we most sincerely hope that such a step will 
be taken under our laws, or if that cannot be, 
that they be so amended, as to allow such knaves 
to be brought,to justice. 

—— Sir Witiiam Mansriexp in a late speech 
in India related the most favorable hygienic re- 
sults from the recent order alloting an area of 
ninety feet to each soldier in barracks. This 
point had been gained by the energetic action of 
the medical men of the service, 

—— The distinguished Parisian surgeon Jo- 
BERT (DE LamBaLLe), who for several years has 
been partially insane, died recently at the pri- 
vate asylum of Dr. Buancue. He had amassed 
a considerable fortune. 

— Last month Sir James Srupson was in 
Paris, practicing acupressure by way of demon- 
stration. The general result seems satisfactory, 


though in a case of excision of the breast ery- 
sipelas and death followed in a few days. 











[Vor. XVI. 
Correspondence. 
DOMESTIC. 





Iodoform as a Constitutional Remedy. 
Eprtoxs Mep. ann Suga. Reporter: 

Todoform is the ter-iodide of formyle, and is 
represented in symbols and equivalents by C2, 
H Is. Itis easily prepared by treating a warm 
(100°) alcoholic solution of iodide of potassium 
with chlorinated lime, the deposit is washed in 
hot alcohol, the remedy in question being alone 
dissolved, and falls in crystals as the solution 
cools. 

I notice in one or two works on pharmacy it is 
stated that iodoform is soluble in strong alcohol. 
I do not find it so in practice, though this may 
possibly be due to the presence of iodate of lime, 
which is insoluble, and which may have been 
retained by carelessness in washing, or added 
intentionally as a swindle. Even by theory, I 
should judge pure iodoform to be insoluble, ex- 
cept in large excess of alcohol, for it takes hot 
ninety per cent. to dissolve it from the oxalate of 
lime in the first solution, and then as the alcohol 
cools, the iodoform is deposited in crystal. It is, 
therefore, fair to suppose that a much larger 
quantity of cold spirits would be required to re- 
dissolve it. 

During the past year, I have tested to some 
extent the value of this remedy, and I have been 
sufficiently successful to warrant further attempts 
in the same direction. 

Case I. Mrs. M——, of Greensboro, Md., aged 
40, very thin in flesh and sallow, for more than 4 
year has been suffering with severe pain in left 
leg, from hip to ankle. The pain is much worse 
at night, and she is often unable to sleep until 
morning, when the pain seems to wear itself out. 
There are several small sores on the leg, which 
follow in successive crops. They appear as small 
boils, very hard around the base, and they are 
very slow in forming, then run but little, and 
heal by a succession of scabs. There is an erup- 
tion on the scalp, of several months’ standing. 
It is dry, seabby, and smooth beneath the latter. 
She has been treated by arsenic, prot-iod. mer- 
cury, tonics, quinine, morphia, ete. Locally by 
innumerable lotions. Her health was fast fail- 
ing, and her friends showed much solicitude. 

I was called to this case July 10th, 1866, and 
prescribed : 

R. Iodoform, 


Ferrum per Hydro ia gr.c. M. 
Ft. massa et div, pil “24 te tg 


8. Two to be taken three times a day. 































































_ aged 13, High fever, severe pain in right side, 


May 18, 1867.] 


July 17th, Patient entirely relieved of pain. 
Sleeps well at night. Appetite improving. Medi- 
cine continued. 

Several weeks later, the patient made a visit 
to an adjoining county, and while there, the pain 
in her leg returned. On her arrival at home, and 
by the use of the same remedy she was again re- 
lieved. 

The sores on her leg and the eruption of the 
scalp were entirely healed. The above prescrip- 
tion was thrice compounded. 

Case II. Wm. Bennet. Melville, Md., aged 6 
years, has suffered for ten weeks the most intense 
agony with pain in his stomach. When the par- 
oxysm would come on, he would be drawn into a 
perfect knot, and his screams could be heard for 
hundreds of yards. Sometimes the paroxysms 
would follow each other in rapid succcession for 
hours; at other times they would appear at inter- 
vals of two, three, or four hours during the day 
or night. Appetite good, and bowels regular. 
Severe purgation relieved the symptoms. No 
tympanitis. No enlargement of internal viscera, 
nor other derangement of organs that could be 
detected. Fever occasionally in the evening. 
The child was pale, weak, and despondent. 

September Ist, 1866, I was called to see this 
case by the attending physician, and found the 
treatment had been so thorough and extended, 
that there was little room left for any new effort. 
I advised heroic doses of quinine, morphia, and 
iron, and promised to see the case in forty-eight 
hours. 

On my second visit I found the patient much 
easier, but nothing like free from pain, and his 
parents said he had frequently been as much 
relieved for a day or two ata time. At this visit 
I took with me some two-grain pills of iodoform, 
and directed that one be given every six hours, 
and to shorten the interval one-half, if necessary. 
After taking the first pill, the child went to sleep 
and awakened at the end of four hours, scream- 
ing terribly with pain, as he always did, even 
after taking the largest doses of morphine. 

Another pill was administered at once, and 
then continued as directed. During the next 
forty-eight hours there was very little pain at 
long intervals. After this there was none, and 
the child rapidly recovered his usual health. 

Case III. Lizzie Le Compt, Halltown, Del., 


bad cough, expectorates thick yellow mucus. On 
ausculation a cavity is clearly discernible in upper 
lobe of right lung. The mother says her child 
has never been well, has had a cough for a long 
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nothing for her; that she had consumption and 
“disease of the liver.” The child could not be 
touched without greatly increasing the pain in 
her side, and frequency of cough. She had 
wasted away to a mete skeleton. I advised a 
turpentine stupe to side, a hot foot bath, syrup of 
wild cherry, with morphia and brandy occasion- 
ally. On my next visit, Jan. 12, I found the pa- 
tient much relieved, and continued the treatment, 
with the addition of iodoform and iron, each one 
grain, three times a day. The other remedies 
were discontinued in a few days, and the I. and 
F. continued for a month. 


Feb. 15. The patient is playing cheerfully with 
her little companions, is active, ruddy, fast gain- 
ing flesh, and the cough has nearly disappeared. 

On auscultation I find respiration quite good 
over both lungs, save at the upper right lobe, 
whete there is an intensely rough, wet rale. 
Medicine continued. 

I saw this patient a few days since, and she is 
to all appearances well. Fat, hearty, active, and 
cheerful; has not complained of pain or cough 
for two months. There isa little dulness on per- 
cussion on upper right breast, and a rasping res- 
piration beneath. 

I have used iodoform in several other cases 
with marked good effect. Two cases of old skin 
disease that had baffled all other attempts at cure, 
yielded rapidly. 

The medicine is exceedingly volatile, and the 
pills should always be coated with sugar or foil. 
The very high price of the remedy is a great 
drawback to its general use. The best and the 
cheapest preparation that I have used is from the 
house of W. R. Warner & Co. of your city. Yet 
this cost $1.35 per drachm. The pills he pre- 
pares combined with iron, one grain each, for $3 
per hundred, In two instances I would have 
given five grains three times a day, but the pa- 
tient’s pocket could not stand it, and I divided the 
dose, and of course got disproportionately small 
results. The wealthy can stand this small finan- 
cial pressure, therefore if the small doses I begin 
with do not produce at once the desired results, I 
rapidly increase the dose, knowing that satisfac- 
tory effects will certainly appear. 

Srires Kennepy, M. D. 


— as 
i 





New Mepicat Baronet.—Mr, Wu. Lawagence, 
the eminent surgeon, has had the honor of a 
Baronetcy conferred upon him. He has well 
earned this distinction by his very long and 
highly valuable labors for the advancement of 
surgical science. 





time. Two or three doctors said they could do 
[2]. 
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News and Miscellany. 





Fruit Essences. 


Dingler’s Polytechnic Journal gives the fellow- 
ing table of the composition of artificial fruit 
essences, showing the number of parts of each 
ingredient to be added to 100 parts of alcohol— 
all chemically ome Glycerine is found in all— 
it appears to blend the different odors, and to 
harmonize them: 
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—Scientific American. 






































Deaths in Providence, R.I. 
Dr. Svow reports that there were 77 deaths im 


Providence during the month of April, which | !ows- 


number was 15 less than in the preceding oods, in the 35th year of his age. 
month; 7 less than in April 1866, and 7 less than mites 

the average for April during the last twelve METEOROLOGY. 
years. 

‘The number of deaths in each month of erch April, | 29,/ 30.) 1, / 2, |] 3, |) 4) 5 
of the lastdive years, and the average for each Wind NEINE a BE. 
-month in the aggregate for twelve years, 1855 to} "'™®""""7 Ofay.|0."ay.|C’dy.\Clear.|Ci’dy.|Clear-| Olear- 
1866 inclusive, have been as follows: Weather-..4 |Rain |Rain. chr. Snow, Brost 

By ezeet®| Depth Rein- 9-10 


1867 1865 1854 1843 overage. 
81 


sabe aD aa aie |e |e % 1 
"ist4 months ......... 393 834 . M...--| « 

Phe: mortality in April was fess than in the| Mean------- | 42.25 | 51.25) 87. 34.254 47.25) 49.2 
same month of either of the last five years. It] Barometer. 

should be remembered that the comparisons are{ At 12, M..~---" 30.3 ' 30.1 | 29.5 | 30.2 | 30.5 | 30.5 | 903 
of the actual number ef deaths. As the popula-| @ermantown, Pa. B. 3. Leepox. 


‘tion has increased largely in the last five years, 


of 

less in the iast month ‘than in the preceding Wow Jersey will be Mesting ¢ g ctgifat'S siding 
There are no indications of epidemic diseases; at half-past o'clock. P.M.” — 

in the city, and no indications of any unusual W 


in any portion of the city. 






In the causes of death in April, the number 
from apoplexy and pneumonia was remarkably 
large, the number from consumption was re- 
markably small. A large number of aged per- 
sons, and a small number of children, died during 
the month. There were 21 decedents of the age 
of 60 years and over, and the same number un- 
er 5. 








Femate Practitioners. The Dauphin 
County Medical Society has reported against 
women practicing medicine. 

—Locat Anzstnesia.—Dr. G. E. Stewart, of 
Franklin county, Pa., reports to us the successful 
employment of Richardson’s local anzsthetic ap- 
paratus in the excision of a tumor on the inner 
surface of the lower eyelid. The lid was everted, 
a piece ef soft sponge used to protect the pupil, 
j and a jet of spray directed on the tumor until the 
parts assumed a whitish appearance. The growth 
was then excised without the slightest pain, and 
the incision rapidly healed. 


MARRIED. 


[Noticesinserted in this column gratis, and are solicited 
from ail parts of the country: obituary notices and rese- 
hations of societies at ten cents a line, ten words to the 
line.] 


Coves—McKiywry.—In Columbia, 8. C.. at Trinity 
Church, May 3, by the Rev. Dr. Shand, Dr. Elliott Coues, 
U. & Army, and Miss Jennie A. McKinney, of Rushford, 
New York. No cards, 

Wespt—Scorr.—On Thureday, May 2d, at the residence 
of the bride’s mother, New Sheffield, Beaver co, Pa 
i by Rev. J. W. Withersnoon. Chris. I. Wendt. M. D. of 
4 New Brighton, Pa., and Miss Maggie E. Scott. No cards. 

Wortn—Harry.—At Sunnyside, the residence of the 
bride’s father, Feb. 20th, 1867, by the Rev. Joseph W. 
Cook, Mr. Edward Worth and “iss Rebecca H., daughter 9 
of Dr. Samuel H. Harry, all of Pa. 

—_—~_—__— 


DIED. 
Cireaver.—On Sunday morning, April 2ist, 1867, afters 


protracted illness of palmonsry consumption, Mrs, Klea- 
nor M., wife of Prof H. T. Cleaver, M.D., of Keokuk, 
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Wo — April 29th, 1897, at Monticello, Minn., Dr. 
Wm 8. W 
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M. PIERSON, Jn, 
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Orange, M.J., April %, 1867. 
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